TRANSLATOR®S PREFACE.,

IN TH1S TRANSLATION OF THE NEW CONSTITUTIONS | HAVE TRIED TO AVOID
THE PITFALLS BOTH OF AN EXCESSIVELY LITERAL TRANSLATION, LEADING TO AN
UNREADABLE AND EVEN INCOMPREHENSIBLE ENGLISH TEXT; AND OF AN EXCESSIVELY
FREE ONE; WHICH CAN PRODUGCE NOT ONLY JUSTIFIABLE EXASPERATION IN THE
READER BUT EVEN DISTORTION OF THE SENSE OF THE ORIGINAL. | AM WELL AWARE
THAT IN TRYING TO AVOID EACH OF THESE TWO PITFALLS | HAVE PROBABLY FALLEN
INTO BOTH AT ONCE.

I HAVE PREFERRED TO KEEP FAMILIAR TERMS, SUGH AS M"DEPUTY CONGREGATION'
RATHER THAN THE NEw "DEPUTED CONGREGATION™ WHERE THIS CAUSES NO CONFUSION.
"PROVOST™ SEEMS TO BE GENERALLY ACCEPTED FOR WPRAEPOSITUSW, AND ! HAVE
USED "NOVIGE™ FOR THE UNTRANSLATABLE "TYRONUS.M

! HAVE INCLUDED A FEW FOOTNOTES,MAINLY TOELUGIDATE LEGAL TERMS THAT
OTHERWISE MIGHT NOT BE CLEAR,

! wisH TO THANK THE VERY REVEREND FATHER PATRICK DALOS, PROVOST OF
THE RoMAN ORATORY, FOR H!S ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUGGESTIONS, AND THE VERY
REVEREND FATHER JOHN NEDLEY, PROCURATOR GENERALs FOR HAVING KINDLY
EXAMINED THE TRANSLATION AND POINTED OUT SEVERAL ERRORS AND
INADEQUACIES,

THE TRANSLATION HAS, OF GOURSE; NO AUTHORITY WHATEVER, BUT | OFFER
IT IN THE HOPE THAT IT WlLL BE USEFUL UNT!L SOMEONE ELSE PREPARES A
BETTER ONE.

THomMAs Coe Go GLOVER,

JuLy, 1970
THe Roman ORATORY.






THE CONSTITUTIONS OR TRADITIONS
OF
.THE CONGREGATIONS OF THE ORATORY OF ST. PHILIP NER'.

THE CONGREGATION OF THE ORATORY HAD NO TRUE RULE FROM THE BEGINN ING,
BUT WAS RATHER INSPIRED BY CUSTOMS THAN BOUND BY LAWS BY STo PHILIP NERI.

FOR THE BEST FATHER OF ALL THE MEMBERS, AGCUSTOMED IN HIS PATERNAL
AFFECTION TO PRODUCE couwssLS ACCORDING TO THE NATURE OF EACH MAN; FOUND
IT ENOUGH TO SEE H1S FOLLOWERS ON FIRE WITH PIETY IN THE USE OF HUMAN
THINGS ACCORDING TO THE GOSPEL, ANb MORE FERVENT IN THE LOVE OF CHRIST.
He KNéw BY DAILY EXPERIENCE THAT fHESE COUNSELS HELPED THEM TO FOLLOW
GOD AND ADVANCE HIS WORK, AND THAT THEY APPEARED WITH TIME TO BE PROVED
AND GONFIRMED BY THE SPIRIT OF THE LoRD,

Aﬁo HE SHOWED THAf TH1S WAY HAD A VALUE FOR SEGULAR CLERICS AND
LAYMEN, QUITE DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF RELIGIOUS INSTITUTES. HE OFTEN
USED TO SAY THAT THE CONGREGATION WAS NOT FOUNDED BY HIMy BUT BY GOD,
AS LEADER AND PERFEGTER. |

THESE WORDS ARE THE FUNDAMENTALS IN THE CONGREGATION OF THE ORATORY.

THE CONGREGATION GAN PRESERVE WELL-TRIED CUSTOMS; AND EVEN INTRODUCE
NEW ONES, BUT THE LATTER SHOULD BE INSPIRED BY THE ABOVE,

CHAPTER ONE.
THE NATURE OF THE ORATORY.

A. THE ORATORY AND PRAYER.

I)  MORATORY™ 1S THE NAME WE USE FOR A PLAGCE DESTINED FOR PRAYER.
So THE ORATORY FOUNDED BY STe PHILIP NERI TOOK ITS NAME FROM A
PLACE OF PRAYER.

2) THE ORATORY 1S A FRATERNAL UNION OF THE FAITHFUL WHO, FOLLOWING

THE LINES LAID DOWN BY ST PHILIP, AIM AT WHAT HE TAUGHT AND DIiD,



3)

4)

B.
5)

6)

7)

8)

AND SO BECOME "OF ONE HEART AND ONE MIND¥ (AcTs 4, 32).

THE ORATORY WAS ESTABLISHED FROM 1TS VERY BIRTH FOR INFORMAL
DISCOURSE ON THE WORD OF GOD, AND FOR MENTAL AND VOGAL PRAYER

IN COMMONe BY THESE MEANS THE ORATORY FOSTERS THE CONTEMPLATIVE
SPIRIT AND LOVE OF DIVINE THINGS AMONG THE FAITHFUL, AS IN A SCHOOL.
As ST. PHILIP WAS A SIGN OF THIS LOVE OF DIVINE THINGS, SO THE
ORATORY MANiFeéfs AND POURS FORTH SIMILAR LOVE, IN AN ATTRACTIVE
AND E?#EGT!VE{WAY, IN JOYFUL ssh&iéz. |

THE CONGREGATION OF THE ORATORY.

THE CONGREGATION OF THE ORATORY 18 THE GROUP THAT wAS INS%!TUTED
FROM THEyéEGINNING FOR THE SERVICE OF THE ORATORY.

THE CONGREGATION OF THE ORATORY 1S A FAMILY GROUP WHOSE MEMBERS,
LIVING IN COMMUNITY, ARE LED MORE BY THE SPIRIT OF CHARITY THAN
BY LAwe THE PROVOSTVOF THE ORATdRY, WwHO LEAbS‘TQE WAY 1IN THE
SPIRIT OF SERVIGE,; DILIGENTLY CULTIVATES THE SPIRIT OF CHARITYe
In THE CONGREGATION OF THE ORATORY INFORMAL DISCOURSE ON THE

WORD oF GOD, OR SPIRITUAL CONVERSATION; ALWAYS HOLDS THE FIRST

PLACE; AND FROM THIS THE SPIRIT OF FAITH AND PRAYERy; OF CHARITY

AND SERVIGCE, IS‘ALWAYS CONT INUOUSLY EXERG iSEDs

THE CONGREGATION OF THE ORATORY AND ITS MEMBERS MAKE MUGH OF
VOCAL PRAYER IN COMMON AND MENTAL PRAYER IN COMMON AS THE THINGS
PROPER AND.ESSENTlAL TO THE CONGREGATION, AND ALL THE MEMBERS

REGULARLY CARRY THIS OUT.

9) FURTHER, THE INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS; ENGOURAGED AND LED BY THE

PROVOST, ARE TO SET ASIDE REGULAR TIMES FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION,
ANDy AGCCORDING TO THE EXAMPLE OF STe. PHILIPy, THEY SHOULD LIVE IN
THE SPIRIT OF MEDITATIONy, WORK IN 1T, AND BE JOINED TOGETHER B8Y

1Te



F0) SINGE NO CHRISTIAN GOMMUNITY GAN BE BUILT UP UNLESS 1T HAS ITS
ROOTS IN THE CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST, THE MEMBERS IN
THE CONGREGAT!ON OF THE ORATORY ARE TO HOLD TH!S TO BE THE CENTER
OF THEIR WHOLE LIFE AND UNITY (PRESBYTERORUM ORDINIS 6, 14)

I1) MOREOVER THIS COMMUNITY,; INASMUGH AS IT is BROUGHT TOGETHER IN
UNITY BY THEVHOLY SPIRIT IN THé CHORcH, IS JOINED IN A SPECIAL
MANNER TO 1TS MYSTERY, AND 1S DEVOTED TO THE GOOD AND PROGRESS
OF THE CHURCH (CcF. LUMEN GENTIUM 445 2)e

Co THE IMMUTABLE STATE OF THE CONGREGATION OF THE ORATORY.

(cFe DEcREES OF May 26TH, 1595, APRIL 2IsT, 1587 anp January, 1596,
IN APPENDIX 3 OF THE LATIN EDITION.)

12) THE CONGREGATION OF THE ORATORY WAS FOUNDED WITH ONLY ONE BOND,
THAT OF MUTUAL CHARITY, AND WAS NOT BOUND BY ANY VOw, OATH,
PROMISE OR BOND OF THIS KINDo [T 1S HELD TOGETHER SOLELY BY THIS
BOND OF CHARITY.

'3) THE MEMBERS GIVE THEMSELVES FREELY TO THE CONGREGATION,; WITH THE
INTENTION OF REMAINING IN IT UNTIL DEATH. THIS WAY 1S VERY
DIFFERENT FROM THE LIFE OF RELIGIOUS; FOR STo PHILIP PREFERRED
TO LEAD HIS SONS BY ANOTHER WAY, AND WANTED THEM TO BE SEGULARS.

14) THE CONGREGATION GIVES AN EXAMPLE OF FREE SERVICE, MOST CAREFULLY
IN CONFORMITY WITH THE SPIRIT OF THE GOSPEL, BY WHICH THE MEMBERS
SERVE WHILE REMAINING FREEs SO A RICH VARIETY WILL BE PRESERVED
IN Gob?s CHURGH.

I5) THE CONGREGATION FOLLOWS THE PRIMITIVE CHRISTIAN GOMMUNITY IN THAT
ITS CHARAGTERISTIC POWER CONSISTS NOT IN THE MULTITUDE OF ITS MEM—
BERS, BUT RATHER IN MUTUAL KNOWLEDGE — SO THAT THERE MAY BE REGARD

FOR THE WELL-=KNOWN FACES = AND IN THE TRUE BOND OF LOVE, BY WHICH



16)

18)

19)

THOSE WHO ARE OF THE SAME ?AMILY MAY BE BOUND TOGETHER THROUGH

THE PRAGCTICE OF. DAILY GUSTOMSs

THE CONGREGATION OF THE ORATORY WAS INSTITUTED FROM THE BEGINN IKG
tN SUCH A WAY AS TO BE RULED AND GOVERNED BY ITSELF,; AND SEPARATELY
FROM THE OTHERS.

SINCE IT WAS FOUNDED FOR THE SALVATION OF MEN, IT MUST ALWAYS HAVE
BEFORE ITS EYES A GREAT SPIRIT OF ADAPTABILITY TO THEIR NEEDS.

CHAPTER Two.
THE LAWS OF THE CONGREGATION OF THE ORATORY.,

THE CONGREGATION OF THE ORATORY, WHICH CONSISTS OF GLERICS AND
LAYMEN WHO LEAD THE COMMON LIFE WITHOUT VOWS; ACCORDING TO THESE
CONSTITUTIONS; BOUND SOLELY BY THE BOND OF cﬁARlTv, 1S A MORAL
PERSON (CaNON FOO),VSOGIETY OF PONT|FiCAL’RIGHT (Canon 673 #1

AND 2) AND A MDOMUS SUI TURIS™ OR INDEPENDENT HOUSE (CANON‘488, 3,
IN THE CONSTITUTIONS WHICH FOLLOW THE PHRASE MFORMED CONGREGAT IO\
MEANS A COMMUNITY IN WHICH THERE ARE AT LEAST FIVE MEMBERS, OF
WHOM AT LEAST THREE HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE IN THE GENERAL CONGRE=
GATIONs OTHERWISE IT 1S AN "QNFQRMED CONGREGAT 10N |

A GOLLEGIATE CONGREGATION MEANS ONE WITH AT LEAST THREE MEMBERS
OTHERWISE 1T IS NON=COLLEGIATE. | |

A SOGIETY OF PONTIFICAL RIGHT 1S A CONGREGAT ION LEGITIMATELY
ERECTED AND BELONGING TO THé‘CONFEDERATIONo

EAGH INDIVIDUAL CONGREGAT‘ON OF THE ORATORY 1S AN INDEPENDENT
HOUSE, OTHERWISE CALLED AUTONOMOUS. o |

HOWEVER, THIS RIGHT boes NOT OBTAIN QHEN THE INGAPAGIT? OF A
CONGREGATION TO GOVERN ITSELF 1S ESTABL!SHED FROM THE AcTs oF

A CANONICAL VISITATION; EITHER BECAUSE OF THE bEFECT oF COLLEGIALITYa

OR BECAUSE OF‘ANOTHER DEFECT WHIGH HAS BEEN JUDGED BY THE COUNSEL



OF THE DELEGATE OF THE APOSTOLIC SEE EOR THE ORATORY.

20) THE CONGREGATIONS OF THE ORATORY ARE GOVERNED; IN THEIR LIFE AND
INTERNAL GOVERNMENT; BY THE CONSTITUTIONS APPROVED BY THE APOSTOLIC
SEE.

IF ANYTHING BE FOUND AMBIGUOUS IN THE CONSTITUTIONS, THE PROVOST

AND DEPUTIES WILL MAKE 1T CLEARe HOWEVER, THEY CANNOT IN ANY WAY
CHANGE, DEROGATE FROM, OR INNOVATE IN ANY PART OF THE CONSTITUTIONS,
AND THEY CANNOT PRODUCE NEW ONES.

21) THE CONSTITUTIONS ARE COMPLETED BY THE SPEC!AL GENERAL STATUTES,
APPROVED BY THE APOSTOLIGC SEE, WHICH GOVERN THE RELATIONS BETWEEN
CONGREGATIONS.

22) THE CONGREGATIONS OF THE ORATORY, BESIDES THE PARTICULAR LAW EX-
PRESSED IN THE CONSTITUTIONS AND GENERAL STATUTES, AND THAT (LAID DOWN
FOR SOCIETIES OF PONTIFICAL RIGHT LIVING IN coMMou WITHOUT Vows
(Cope oF Canon Law, TITLE XVI1), ARE GOVERNED BY THE COMMON LAW OF
THE CHURGH.

23) THe CONGREGATION 1S ALSO TO HAVE I1TS OWN PARTIGULAR STATUTES, NOT
CONTRARY TO THESE CONSTITUTIONS, IN WHICH THE DECREES OF THE GO~
MUNITY MAY BE CLEARLY EXPRESSED. THESE MAY BE FURTHER COMPLETED IN A
DiRécToav, IN WHICH THE CUSTOM OF THE FAMILY LIFE 1S TO BE ESTABLISHED,
IN ACCORDANCE WITH MODERN USAGEs THESE DOCUMENTS ARE TO BE APPROVED
BY THE GENERAL CONGREGATION AND RE~EXAMINED DURING EACH TRIENNIUM.

24) THE PROVOST OF EACH CONGREGATION OF THE ORATORY Is A MAJOR SUPERIOR
OF H1s CONGREGATION, AND H!S HOUSE 1S INDEPENDENT AND AUTONOMOUS
(Canon 488, 8), ACCORDING TO THE NORM OF LAW AND THE CONSTITUTIONS.
HE HIMSELF 1S ALWAYS RECTOR OF THE CHURCH OF THE CONGREGATION (CANONS

484 ano 485), EVEN IF 1T BE A PARISH CHURGH.



25)

26)

27)

THE CONGREQAT!ONS OF THE ORATORY AND THEIR MEMBERS, INCLUDING
LAYMEN AND NOVIGES; HAVE THE PRIVILEGES OF CLERICS, AGGORDING TO
LAWs; AND ALéO‘THE PRIVILEGES OF RELIGIOUS; INSOFAR AS THESE ARE
COMPATIBLE WITH THEM.

THE CONGREGATIONS OF THE ORATORY ENJOY A GERTAIN PRIVILEGE OF

EXEMPTION, NAMELY:

A) AS REGARDS ALL THOSE THINGS THAT THE CONSTITUTIONS AND GENERAL

STATUTES DEAL WITH; THESE ARE APPROVED BY AND FULLY RESERVED 0
THE AposToLic See (Canon 618 #2, 1),

B) AS REGARDS THE INTERNAL REGIME AND DOMESTIC DISGIPLINE, EXGEPT
FOR THE CASES EXPRESSLY EXCEPTED IN THE LAW FOR CLERICAL
SOCIETIES OF PONTIFIGAL RIGHT (Canon 618 #2, 2).,

¢) As REGARDS ECONOMIC ADMINISTRATION; EXGEPT AGAIN FOR THE CASES

| EXPRESSLY EXCEPTED IN THE Law (Canon 618 #2, t anp 533 - 535).

D) AS REGARDS THE VISITATION OF THE CONGREGAT 10N, EXGEPT AS DEALT
WITH IN Canon 512 #2,2,

E) AS REGARDS PAROCHIAL JURISDICTION; ACCORDINGLY THE PROVOST OF
THE CONGREGATION HAS THE SAME COMPETENGE THAT A PARISH PRIEST
HAS BY RIGHT OF LAW IN RELATION TO HIS PARISHIONERS. {GFe CANON
514).

HowsvéR, REMEMBERING THE COMMUNION WHICH THEY HAVE WITH THE BISHOP,
AND MON ACCOUNT OF THE NECESSARY UNITY AND GONGORD IN APOSTOLIG
wORK™ (LumEN GENTIUM 45), THE MEMBERS MUST SHOW AN EXAMPLE TO ALL
OF LOVE, REVERENGE AND FULLY ACTIVE SERVIGE.

THE CONGREGATIONS OF THE ORATORY, BESIDES THE PRIVILEGES EXPRESSLY

GRANTED TO THEM, ALSO ENJOY THOSE WHICH ARE GRANTED TO OTHER CON~

GREGATIONS, PROVIDED THAT THESE ARE NOT GRANTED IN AN EXGLUSIVE

MANNER o



28)

29)

30)

31

32)

33)

CHAPTER THREE.
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CONGREGAT ION,

ALTHOUGH THE CONGREGA%ION OF THE ORATORY DEPENDS ON THE SPIRIT OF
cHARirv RATHER THAN ON LAW, IT DOES HAVE ITS OWN JURIDICAL ORDER.
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CONGREGATION AND OF THE THINGS WHICH GONGERN

IT RESTS WITH THE GENERAL CONGREGATION THé DepuTyY ComéﬁeeATlow

AND THE PROVOST, WHO HAVE THE GOVERNING POWER OVER THE MEMBERS WITHIN
THE LIMITS OF THEIR OFF1cE (Canons HO! #1 anp 61!), BUT SAVING THE

PROViISIONS OF CANON HOI #2,

THE OFFICE 0 THE GENERAL CONGREGATION, THE DEPUTY CONGREGAT!ON;

AND THE PROVOST.

THE GROUP OF ALL THE MEMBERS WHO HAvé AT LéAST RéACHED THE TRIENNIUM
CONSTITUTES THE GENERAL CONGREGATlowo . THE TRIENNlALS HAVE A CON=
SULTA*IVE VOTE IN T, WHiLE ONLY TQbSE'WHo HAVE GOMPLETED THE SEX~
ENNlUM‘HAVE A Dscnéive VOTE.

Tﬁé PROVOST REGULARLY SUMMONS fHE Gé&éRAL CbNGREGATlON SO‘THAT THE
LIFE OF THE CONGREGATION CAﬁ BE REVIEWED wiTH THE HELP OF ALL THE
MEMéERs, AT LEAST AS REGARDS THE MORE FUNbAMENTAL MATTERS; AND sC
THAT wHAT is ASKED FOR‘EY THE BRETHREN MAY BE ESTABLISHED BY COMMON
consst° |

WHEN 1T 1S PROPOSED TO DO SOMETHING, FIRST OF ALL’LET THERE BE A FRER
AND‘PUBL!C DISCUSSION ABOUT IT BY ALL THE MEMBERS, THEN; SOME DAYS
LATERy; LET THEM DECIDE THE 1SSUE BY A éECRET‘VOTé, UNLESS IT SHOULD
HAPPEN THAT THE NECESSITYs; OR uéEFULNEss OR SOMETIMES EVFEN THE VERY
NATURE OF THE MATTER SHOULD URGE THAT THE BUSINESS BE EXPEDITED
IMMED 1 ATELY AFTER THE CONSULTATION, THEAOP‘NiON>OF fHé CONGREGAT | ON
REGARDING THIS EXCEPTION 1IN PRCCEEDUREABERNG FIRST GIVEN BY A

SEGRET BALLOT. | |

THE BALLOT MUST BE SEGRET FOR VALIDITY IN THE CASES PRESCRGBEDlBY

._7._



Law (Canons 169 ##, ne25 534 #1 anp 647 #1). WHEN DEALING WITH
PUBLIC BUSINESS OR MATTERS OF MINOR IMPORTANCE, THE BALLOT GAN BE
AN .OPEN ONE, UNLESS ONE OF THE VOTERS REASONABLY DEMANDS A SECRET
VOTE

’34) THE PROVOST WILL SUMMON THE DEPUTY CONGREGATION AT LEAST TWICE A
MONTHe NOTHIING 1S TO BE DONE WHICH CONCERNS THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
WHOLE CONGREGATION,>OR THE ELECTION OR REMOVAL OF OFFICIALS, WITHOUT
THE CONSENT OF THE DEPUTY CONGREGATIONe.

35) THE CONGREGATION 1S TO HAVE A LIST OF THOSE WHO HOLD OFFICES IN THE
HOUSE, AND WHO ARE CALLED OFFICIALS; AND ALSO OF OTHER DUTIES.

36) NO ONE MAY REFUSE AN OFFICE HANDED OVER TO HIM BY THE GENERAL OR
DEPUTY CONGREGATION, BUT HE MUST RATHER AGCEPT IT WITH ALL GOODWIiLL.
IF FOR ANY REASON HE SHALL JUDGE THAT HE OUGHT TO REFUSE, LET HIM
ONCE OR TWICE SET OUT HI1S REASONS OR DIFFICULTIES,; WITH PROPER
MODESTY, AND THEN ACCEPT THE OFFICE WITHOUT FURTHER ANXIETY.

37) THE DEPUTY CONGREGATION NOMINATES ONE OF ITS OWN MEMBERS AS SECRETARY,
WHO WilL RECORD EACH DECREE OF BOTH THE GENERAL AND DEPUTY CONGRE-
GATIONS IN A BOOK, ANb WHO WILL WRITE LETTERS WHEN NECESSARY.

38) THE FIRST POWER IN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE WHOLE CONGREGATION, AND COF
ALL MATTERS CONCERNED WITH 1T, LIES WITH THE PROVOST. TO HIM ALONE
IT BELONGS TO SUMMON THE GENERAL CONGREGATION WHEN NECESSARY, AND
TO pRoéoss MATTERS FOR IT TO DEAL WITHy; TO SEE TO THE PROPER CARRY-—
ING OUT OF WHAT HAS BEEN -DECIDED, TO DEMAND AN ACCOUNT OF WHAT INDI=
VIDUAL MEMBERS HAVE DONE OR OUGHT TO HAVE DONE WHO HAVE SOME OFFICE
OR RESPONSIBILITY LAID UPON THEM, OF WHATEVER KIND AND lﬁ WHATEVER
PLACE; AND TO SEE THAT EVERYTING 1S PROPERLY CARRIED OUT. HOWEVER,
THE PROVOST 1S HIMSELF STRICTLY BOUND TO SUMMON THE GéNERAL ConGRE~

GATION AND TO PROPOSE MATTERS TO IT IN THE CASES PRESCRIBED BY THE

- 8-



COMMON LAW AND THE CONSTITUTIONS. OUTSIDE THESE CASESy; EVEN IF Hg
BE NOT STRIGTLY BOUND TO SUMMON AND PROPOSE SOME PIEGE OF eusuwssé%
LET HIM DEFER TO THE WISHES, OR GENERALLY THE vdTEs, OF THE DePuT!iEs
.OR THE CONGREGATION; AND HE SHOULD NOT GO AGAINST THEM WITHOUT A
REASON, SUFFICIENT IN HIS OWN ESTIMATION (CaNON 105, 1),
39) THE PROVOST, WHOM THE FIRST MEMBERS CALLED THE FATHER, ALWAYS GON~-
DUCTS HIMSELF IN A FRATERNAL MANNER IN CARRYING OUT HIS dFFlceo
So, MAKING HIMSELF A BROTHER AMONGST THE OTHER BRETHREN, HE 1S TO
TRY RATHER TO DO GOOD THAN TO TAKE PRECEDENCE (*), AND TO FAVOR
AND PROMOTE THE REAL COLLEGIALITY OF THE CONGREGATION OF THE ORA?ORva
40) THE GONSIDERED ANDAASGERTAlNED OPINION OF THE PROVOST IS TO BE UstD
IN THE EXACT ADMINISTRATION OF DOMESTIC MATTERS AND THE GOODS OF THgE
CONGREGATION BY THE ASSISTING OFFIGIALS WHO MAY HAVE THE CARE OF
DOMESTI& ADMINISTRATION (Canon 5!6). FOR EXTRAORDINARY EXPENSES,
IN MATTERS NOT BELONGING TO THE DAILY RUNNING AND LIVING EXPENSES
OF THE CONGREGATION, THE GCOMMON LAW OF THE CHURGH MUST BE OBSERVED
(Canons 532, 534, anp §36). HOWEVER, THE GENERAL CONéREGATION ITSELS
WILL DETERMINE THE MAXIMUM SUM THAT CAN BE GIVEN TO THE'POOR'

(Canon 537).

41) THE CONGREGATION 1S ABLE T0O ACQUIRE AND POSSESS TEMPORAL GOODS WH!GH

PRODUCE A STABLE INGOME ACCORDING TO LAW (CaANON H31). THE CoNGREGA-
TION IS TO HAVE BOOKS OF ADMINISTRATION, AGCORDING TO GANON AND GiVIL
LAWs; SO THAT EAGH YEAR, IN A SET MONTH, ONE OF THE DEPUTIES AND ONE
MEMBER WHO 1S NOT A DEPUTY, INDIVIDUALLY EXAMINE THE BOOKS AND INFORM
THE GENERAL CONGREGATION WHETHER THE EXPENSES OF THE PREVIOUS YEAR

CORRESPOND WITH THE APPROVED ESTIMATES; AND ALSO WHETHER THE

* TPRODESSE MAGIS QUAM PRAEESSEM — THE ALLITERATION 1S LOST IN TRANSLATION

-.9..



42}

Ba

45)

46)

47)

FINANCIAL STATE OF THE CONGREGATION 1S PROPERLY SET OUT.

IFs FOR WHATEVER CAUSE, THE PROVOST BE LACKiING, THE FiIrRsT DEPUTY

OR VICAR TAKES HIS PLACE. }F BOTH THE PROVOST AND THE FIRsY DepuTty
BE LACK!NG, THE SEN]OR REMAINING DEPUTY TAKES OVER IN THE SAME
MANNER o

THEIR POWER IS OF THE SAME NATURE AS THAT OF THE PROVOST, BUT THEY
MUST DO ONLY WHAT 1S NECESSARY AND WHAT CANNOT BE DELAYED.

IF ONLY TWO OF THE MEMBERS OF THE DEPUTY CONGREGATION ARE PRESENT,
THEY MUST GOVERN TOGETHER WITH THE GENERAL CONGREGATION, FROM wii!CH
ALL POWER OF GOVERNMENT IN THE COMMUNITY SPRINGS.

In MYNFORMEDY™ CONGREGATIONS, THE GENERAL CONGREGATION ALSO PERFORMS
THE FUNCTIONS OF THE DePuTY CONGREGATION.

OTHER CONGREGATIONS, HOWEVER, CANNOT BE GOVERNED IN THIS SPEC I AL

MANNER, UNLESS THEY OBTAIN THE FACULTY FROM THE AposToLiC SEE.

THE ELECGTION OF THE PROVOST AND DEPUTIES.

NO ONE 1S ELECTED AS PROVOST UNLESS HE IS iIN SAGRED ORDERS, HAS

PASSED TEN YEARS IN THE CONGREGATION; AND HAS REAGHED AT LEAST HIG
THIRTY=FIFTH YEARe [F THERE ARE ONLY TWO MEMBERS WHO SATISFY THESE
REQUIREMENTS, THE GENERAL CONGREGATION MAY LAY DOWN THAT 1T 1S ENOUGH
TO HAVE REACHED THE SEXENNIUM IN THE CONGREGATION, AND THIRTY YEARS
OF AGE.

THE ELECTION OF THE PROVOST WILL BELONG TO ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE
CONGREGATION WHOy; HAVING REACHED THE SEXENN1UM, HAVE BEEN ADMITTED

TO VOTING RIGHTS. IF ONLY THREE MEMBERS HAVE COMPLETED THE SEXENN U4,
THEN ALL THE TRIENNFALS MUST BE ADMITTED TO AN ACTIVE VOICEe

BoTH THE PROVOST AND THE DepPuTiES CAN BE ELECTED IN THEIR ABSENCE.

- 10 -



£8) THE ELECTION 1S GARRIED OUT IN ONE OF THREE WAYS: =

A’I By égcggT BALLOT. |
8) BV coMPROMISE (Canons 172 anp 173).
€] BY POSTULATING, (CANONS 507, 3; 179 ano 182).

49) lN‘THE CASE OF SECRET BALLOT, THE MEMBER WILL BE ELECTED PROVOST FOR
WHOM MORE THAN HALF Tae ELEGTORS VOTE. . THE WAY 1IN WHICH THE ELECTIOCN
1S 70 BE MAqE, AND WITH WHICH THE CONGREGATION MUST COMPLY, WiLL BE
FOUND 1N APPENDIX | (1IN THE LATIN EDITION)

/O) Tue ELsérED PERSON, AS SOON AS H1S ELECTION 1S INflMATED TO HIMy MUST
DEGLARE WHETHER HE ACCEPTS OR RENOUNGES ELECTION. |F HE RENOUNCES,
HE CAN BE ELECTED AGAIN. THE CONGREGATION, WITHIN ONE MONTH OF KNOW-
ING OF THE RENUNCIATION, OR FROM THE LAST “usasLEM™(*) MOMENT FOR THE
DECLARATION OF AGCEPTANGE; MUST PROGEED TO A NEW ELEGT 10N. MEAN-
WHILE, THE OUTGOING PROVOST AND OTHER OFF ICIALS MUST REMAIN IN THEIR
OFF ICES, |

51) BY ACCEPTANCE OF H¥S ELECTION, THE ELECTED MAN OBTAINS THE FULL RiGITS
OF OFF10E (CANON I4D6).

52) THE OFFICE OF PROVOST LASTS FOR THREE YEARS, AND GAN ALSO BE CON-
FIRMED EVERY THIRD YEAR BY THE JUDGMENT OF THE CONGREGATION. HOw-
EVER, THIS SHOULD BE DONE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MIND OF THE CﬁQﬁcne

B3) THE TRIENNIUM FINISHES ON THE SAME DAY AS THAT ON WHICH IT STARTED
(THREE YEARS EARLIER), BUT THE ELECTION CAN BE HELD AT ANY TIME ON
THAT DAY. [IF FOR A GRAVE REASONy IN THE JUDGMENT OF THE GENERAL
CONGREGATION, THE ELECTION CANNOT BE FINISHED DURING THE WusABLEW
TIME, IT CAN BE DELAYED FOR A MONTHe IN THE MEANTIME THE OUTGOING

..PrROvosT, DEPUTIES AND OTHER OFFICIALS REMAIN IN OFFICE.

* see CANON 35 FOR THE DEFINITION OF WUSABLE™ TIME, AND CANONS 31-34.0

- il -



54.) AFTER THEfELEQTibﬁ'B? THE PROVOST THE DEPUTIES ARE TO BE ELECTED.
'F N THE,CoNeRéég%tbw THERE;A&E*E}GHT-OR MORE MEMBERS WHO ARE
Af Cégsr TRlENNiAL;;"THERE MUST BE»FOJRTaébUTIES, AND IF THERE ARE
FEWER TH;N éicﬁ{;,6NLv TWo DEpPuTiES. |F HOWEVER THE CONGREGAT!ON
s “UNFORMED" BUT COLLEGIATE THE FOLLOWING 1S TO BE DONE’ THEY

ARE TO ELECT A PRDVOST, A VJCAR AND A SECRETARYo A NON=COLLEGIATE

CONGREGAT 1ON COMES IMMEDIATELY UNDER THE VIG|LANCE OF THE CANONICAL
VISITATION.

55) THE’bEPUTlEs ARE ELECTED FROM AMONG THOSE WHO HAVE REACHED' THE
BEXENNIUM IN THE CONGREGATION. }F THERE ARE ONLY THREE OF THESE,
THEN ALL THE TRIENNIALS HAVE AN AGTIVE AND PASSIVE VOIGE.

ho) The DEPUTIES ARE AGCORDINGLY ELEGTED BY ALL THE MEMBERS WHO HAVE

AN AéTtVE vomcE5~ﬁp'To THE THIRD' SCRUTINY, EACH ONE SEPARATELY, BY

AN'ABSOLUfé MAJOR1TYs> AFTER THE THiRD‘scRUT:N?, IF NO ONE HAS

BEEN ELECTED; THE TWO ARE ELIGIBLE FOR WHOM THE GREATEST NUMBER

VOTED IN THE THIRD SCRUTINY, IF SEVERAL OBTAIN THE SAME NUMBER

OF VOTES, ONLY THE TWO SENIOR ARE ELIGIBLE.

. B7) ONE oF THE DEPUTIES FROM THE PREVIOUS TRIENNIUM MUST BE RETURNED

TO OFFIGE, AND WHERE THERE ARE FOUR DEPUTIES ANOTHER FROM THE

PREVIOUS TRIENNIUM CAN LIKEWISE HOLD OFFICE FOR A FURTHER THREE

YEARS, BUT SUCH DEPUTIES CANNOT HOLD OFFICE A THIRD TIME.

58) AFTER THE ELECTION OF THE DEPUTIES ANOTHER VOTE MUST BE TAKEN SO

THAT THE FIRST DEPUTY OR VICAR MAY BE EggcTED AcchD|Né TO LAW

“(Canon 1O #1, 1),

o

i

Ce THE RESIGNATION AND DISMISSAL OF THE PR'oVos_T°

Ca gy

59) IF THE PROVOST, FOR A GRAVE REASON, BEFORE GOD CONSIDERS THAT HE

MUST RENOUNCE HIS OFFICE; HE MUST OFFER HIS RESIGNATION TO THE



GENERAL CONGREGATION, AND AGCORDING TO LAWs THE CONGREGATION
WILL ACCEPT OR REFUSE THE RESIGNATION WITHIN ONE MONTH, BY MEANS
OF A BALLOT; ACCORDING TO AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY OF VOTES. THE
ProvosT wiLL VACATE H1S OFFICE AFTER THE ACCEPTANCE OF HIS
RESIGNATION HAS BEEN INTIMATED TO HIMe MEANWHILE, UNTIL HE
RECEIVES AUTHENTIC INFORMATION THAT HIS RESIGNATION HAS BEEN
ACCEPTED; HE MUST OFFER HIS RESIGNATION TO THE GENERAL CONGREGATICN
AND ACCORDING TO LAWe. THE CONGREGATION WILL ACCEPT OR REFUSE

THE RESIGNATION WITHIN ONE MONTH,‘BY MEANS OF A‘BALLOT, AGGORDING
TO AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY OF VOTESe THE PROVOST WILL VAGATE HIS
OFFICE AFTER THE ACCEPTANCE OF HIS RESIGNATION HAS BEEN INTIMATED
TO HIMe MEANWHILE, UNTIL HE RECElvsé AUTHENTIC INFORMAT ION THAT
HIS RESIGNATION HAS BEEN ACCEPTED; HE MUST CONTINUE IN OFFIGE
(Canons 186, 189 ano 190),

60) IF THE FOUR DEPUTIES UNANIMOUSLY AGREE THAT FOR GRAVE REASONS THE
PROVOST SHOULD GEASE TO HOLD OFFICE; THEY ARE TO SUMMON THE
GENERAL CONGREGATION AND DECIDE THE MATTER THROUGH A VOTE, BY AN
ABSOLUTE MAJORITY.

'F THERE ARE ONLY Two DEPUTIES, AND THEY CONSIDER THAT THE ProvosT
SHOULD CEASE TO HOLD OFFICE FOR GRAVE REASONS, THEY ARE TO SUMMON

TWO SENIOR MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION. [F THESE BE IN AGREEMENT,
THEY ARE‘TO SUMMON THE GENERAL CONGREGAflON, BY WHOSE VOTE, BEING

AN ABSOLUTE MAJOR!%Y, THE PROVOST 1S TO BE DEPOSED.

61) WHEN THE PROVOST CEASES TO HOLD OFFIGE; WHILE THE ELECTION OF HIS
SUCCESSOR 1S BEING MADE; ALL OTHER OFFICES MUST BE RENEWED. THE

TRIENNIUM FOR ALL OFFICES BEGINS TO RUN FROM THE NEW ELECTION.
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CHAPTER FOUR.
'AGGREGAT 10N

Ac ADMISSION.

>.62) THE MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION, FOLLOWING THE CUSTOM 0F St,
PHILIP; wiIsH TO ACGEPT FOR AGGREGATION ONLY MEN OF PRCVEN LIFE,
EXTREMELY SUITABLE AND, BECAUSE OF THE NATURE OF THE COMMUNITY
AS IT WERE; BORN TO THE CONGREGATION.

03) ADMISSION INTO THE CONGREGAT ION IS GOVERNED BY THE COMMON LAW
(CANONS 542 AND 544 #2-5), EXCEPT FOR WHAT 1S HERE LAID DOWN.
BY VIRTUE OF THesE CONSTITUTIONS THE FOLLOWING ARE'NOT 'TO BE
ADMITTED: © THOSE LESS THAN I8 AND MORE THAN 45 YEARS OLD}; THOSE
WHO SUFFER FROM SERIOUS ILL~HEALTH} THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN PROFESSED
RELIGIOUS, |

64) BEFORE BEING ADMITTED TO THE CONGREGATION THEY wiLL LIVE FOR AT
LEAST A MONTH IN THE HOUSE AS GUESTS, WITH THE GONSENT OF THE
DeputiES, OR, ACCORDING TO PART‘CULAR STATUTES, BY THE GONSENT OF
THE GENERAL CONGREGATION; IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY COME TO KNOW OUR
LIFE AND MORE MATURELY DELIBERATE THEIR DEGCISION. DURING THIS
PERIOD THEY ARE TO BE TESTED IN THE EXERCISES OF THE GOMMON LIFE.

65) IF THEY MAKE A @oOD IMPRESSION, THEY ARE LATER ADMITTED BY THE
GENERAL CONGREGATION, AND BEGIN THE FIRST PROBAT ION

66) THE DECISION ABOUT THIS ADMISSION 1S TO BE MADE BY AN ABSOLUTZ
MAJORITY IN A SECRET BALLOTe AS REGARDS IMPEDIMENTS OF GOMMON
Law (CanON 542), THE GENERAL CONGREGATION 1S TO DECIDE WHETHER AN
APPLICATION SHOULD BE MADE TO THE APOSTOLIC SEE FOR A DISPENSAT 10N
THE GENERAL CONGREGATION GAN ITSELF DISPENSE FROM IMPED IMENTS

WHICH ARISE FROM THESE CONSTITUTIONS.



67) As TO THE EFFECTS OF COMMON LAW NOT EXCLUDED IN THE CONSTITUTIONS,
THE FIRST PROBATION IS EQUIVALENT TO THE CANONIGAL YEAR OF
NOVITIATE. DISMISSAL; BOTH DURING THIS YEAR AND THE TWO FOLLOW!NG
YEARS; 1S GOVERNED BY THE LAW RELATING TO NOVITIATES, AND GAN EE
CARRIED OUT BY THE DEPUTY CONGREGATION.

Be THE ForMATION OF NOVICES AND THE ORDINATION OF CLERIGCS.

68) WHen THE NOVICES, WHO CAN ALSO BE CALLED BY ANOTHER NAME, HAVE
BEE& ADMITTED TO THE FIRST PROBATION, THEY ARE COMMITTED TO THE
CARE OF HIM WHO HOLDS THE OFFIGE IN THE CONGREGAT!ON, UNTIL
AGGREGAT 10N

69) He, CONSIDERING IN EVERYTHING THE GOOD OF SOULS; MUS?VFORM THEM
NOT ONLY IN INDIVIDUAL ZEAL FOR VIRTUE = WHICH ZEAL SHOULD FIND
THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE PLACE AMO&G THE MEMBERS OF . THE CONGREGATION -
QUT ALSO FORM THEM THAT THEY BE SUITABLE FOR THE FAMILY LIFE OF
THE CONGREGAT ION, AND BEGOME CAPABLE OF TRUE FRATERNAL COMMUN!ON.

70 A) THE CONGREGATION MUST HAVE PARTIGULAR STATUTES ABOUT THE
FORMATION OF NOVICESe THESE STATUTES MUST BE IN ACCORD WITH THE
SPIRIT OF STo PHILIP, THE PRESCRIPTIONS OF THE COMMON LAW,; AND
MODERN NEEDSe
B) THOSE ADMITTED INTO THE CONGREGATION MUST BE SO FORMED THAT THEY
LEARN TO LOVE BEING UNKNOWN; THAT, ACCORDING TO THE MIND OF ST,
PHILIP, INTENT ON PRAYER AND IMBUED WITH A GREAT DESIRE OF DIVINE
WISDOMy, THEY BECOME CAPABLE OF COMMUNICATING DIVINE LOVE, AND,
THROUGH GIVING IT; CONSTANTLY INCREASE IT IN THEMSELVES.
¢) EGGLESIASTICAL STUDIES MAY BE PURSUED BY THE STUDENTS OF THE

CONGREGATION, EITHER IN PROPERLY REGOGN 1ZED FACULTIES OF PHILOSOPHY

AND THEOLOGY, OR IN COLLEGES COMMON TO SEVERAL CONGREGATIONS,; OR 1IN

’
'
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E)

71)

73 a)

LOCAL OR REGIONAL SEMINARIES, OR IN THE STUDENTS? OWN CONGREGAT 10N
WHEN 1T POSSESSES THE FAGILITIES PRESORIBED BY LAW TO ENABLE THE
STUDIES TO BE PROPERLY GARRIED OUT, OR IN THE HOUSES OF STuDY OF
RELIGIOUS, OR IN OTHER CATHOLIC PLACES OF LEARNING.

IN EACH CONGREGATION A MRATIO STUD1ORUM! CAN BE LAID DOWN IN THE
PARTICULAR STATUTES. ECGLESIASTICAL STUDIES PROPERLY GARRIED oOUT
IN THE STUDENTS? Own CONGREGATION, OR IN THE COLLEGES OF SEVERAL
CONGREGATIONS, HAVE PUBLIC RECOGNITION, INSOFAR AS THIS iS IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW.

THE MODERN RENEWAL OF THE CONGREGATION OF THE ORATORY DEPENDS
GREATLY ON THE FORMATION OF THE MEMBERS. THEREFORE THE RELIGIOUS
AND APOSTOLIC FORMATION OF THE MEMBERS, BOTH AS REGARDS DOCTRINE
AND TECHNI1QUE; MUST BE CONTINUED ALSO IN THE GARRYING dGTkOF
STUDIES, PARTICULARLY ON THE SUBJECT OF SACRED SCRIPTURE.

THE ORDINATION OF MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION 1S GENERALLY GOVERNED
BY THE SAME COMMON LAW AS THE ORDINATION OF SECULARS, EXCEPT FOR
THE SPECIAL PRESCRIPTIONS OF THE APOSTOLIC SEe (Canon 678) .
NOVICES; WITHIN THE RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED BY LAWs; CAN BE PROMOTED TO
ANY SACRED ORDER DURING THEIR PROBATION, EITHER BY THEIR OwWN
ORDINARIES; OR BY DIMISSORIAL LETTERS FROM THE SAME. HOWEVER, THE
PERMISSION OF THE GENERAL CONGREGATION IS REQUIRED. THE PROVOST, OR,
WITH HIS MANDATE, THE SECRETARY; GIVES THE TESTIMONIAL LETTERS
REQUIRED BY LAW,

MEMBERE WHO HAVE LEGITIMATELY AGGREGATED CAN BE ORDAINED TO THE
TITLE OF COMMON TABLE; BY PRIVILEGE.

IN THIS GASE THE PROVOST CAN ISSUE THE DimissoriaL LETTERS, WITH

THE PREVIOUS GONSENT OF THE GENERAL CONGREGATION.
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c)

D)

74)

Ce

75 A)

B)

HOWEVER; NOVICES CAN BE RAISED TO MINOR ORDERS BY THE CONSENT OF
THE GENERAL CONGREGATION BEFORE AGGREGATION, WITH THE PROVOSTYS
DimissoriaL LETTERS.

CANDIDATES FOR THE TONSURE AND ALL ORDERS MUST BE APPROVED BY THE
DELEGATE OF THE APOSTOL Ic SEEs ACCORDING TO THE NORMS TO BE

!

ESTABLISHED BY THE Counc IL OF THE DELEGATE.

AT THE END OF THE FIRST PROBATION, IF THE NOVIGES HAVE ACQUITTED
THEMSELVES WELL DURING THIS YEAR, THEY MAY BE ADMITTED BY THE
GENéRAL CONGREGATION TO THE SEGOND PROBATION, IN WHICH THEY REMAIN
FOR TWO YEARSe OTHERWISE THEY ARE TO BE DISMISSED BY THE GENERAL
CONGREGATION

IF AT THE END OF THE FIRST PROBATION THERE IS DOUBT AS TO WHETHER
THEY ARE SUITABLE OR SUFFICIENTLY PREPARED, THE TIME OF THIS
PROBATION GAN BE EXTENDEDy BUT NOT FOR MORE THAN SiX MONTHS. AT
THE END OF TH!S PERIOD THE NOVICES ARE EI!THER TO BE ADMITTED TO
THE seco&o PROBATION OR DISMISSED,

AGGREGATION AND THE ACTIVE VOICE.

AT THE END OF THE TRIENNIUM; IF THE NOVICES HAVE AGAIN GIVEN A GOOD
AGGOUNT o? THEMSELVES IN THE LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY, AND HAVE THE
INTENTION OF REMAINING FOREVER (No I3), THE DECISION AS TO THEIR
FULL AGGREGATION INTO THE CONGREGATION 1S TO BE MADE BY THE

GENERAL CONGREGATION, IN A SECRET BALLOT, BY AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY.
FOR THE AGGREGATION TO BE VALIDLY GRANTED BEFORE THE END OF THE
TRIENNIUM; A JUST CAUSE 1S REQUIRED AND ALSO AN EXPRESS FORMAL

VBTE FAVORING THE ANTICIPATION OF THE AGGREGATION BY AN ABSOLUTE
MAudanvo

IF ON THE CONTRARY AFTER THE COMPLETION OF THE TRIENNIUM SERIOUS
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DOUBT REMAINS ABOUT THE CANDIDATES® PREPARATION OR SPIRITUAL
CALIBRE, AND IT 1S HOPED THAT BY DELAYING THE AGGREGATION THE
DOUBT MAY BE OVERCOME AND THEIR SPIRITUAL PROGRESS BENEFIT, IN
THE SAME WAY THE AGGREGATION MAY BE DELAYED FOR A LONGER OR
SHORTER PERIOD; UP TO ONE YEAR.
76) WHEN THIS FULL AGGREGATION HAS TAKEN PLACE THEY HAVE HENGEFORTH A
'CONSULTATIVE VOICE AND CAN BE ELECTED TO ALL OFFICES EXCEPT THOSE
oF PRoOvosST AND DzpuTyY.

77) ONLY MEMBERS Qﬁo HAVE COMPLETED THE SEXENNIUM HAVE THE RIGHT OF

SELECGTING OTHERS AND AN ACTIVE OR DEL |BERATIVE VOICE; EXCEPT AS
PROVIDED FOR IN CHAPTER 35 Ne4be IT 1S THE TASK OF THE GENERAL
CONGREGATION TO ADMIT TO THE RIGHT OF ELEGCTING OTHERS AFTER THE
SEXENNIUM HAS BEEN COMPLETED, BY AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY IN A SEGRET
BALLOT. THIS VOTE FOR ADMISSION TO THE AGTIVE ancs CAN BE DELAVED
FOR A GRAVE REASON BY THE PROVOST, WITH THE GONSENT OF THE DepurtiEs,
OR AGCORDING TO NORMS LAID DOWN IN PART ICULAR STATUTES.

78 A) THE AGTIVE VoIGE cAN ONLY BE CONCEDED BEFORE THE END OF THE
SEXENN1UM IN PARTICULAR CASES, FOR A GRAVE REASONs AND WHEN AN
ABSOLUTE MAJORITY HAS SIGNIFIED BY BALLOT THAT IT 1S FAVORABLE.
PARTIGULAR STATUTES GAN LAY DOWN THAT THIS CONGESSION MAY BE MADE
ONLY Id THE GASE OF THOSE WHO HAVE COMPLETED .FOUR YEARS IN THE
CONGREGATION o o

B) THE FAGULTY OF DELAYING THE EXERCISE OF THE AGTIVE VOICE FOR A
PERIOD NOT EXCEEDING ONE YEAR 1S GRANTED TO EACH CONBREGATION, FOR
THOSE WHO REMAIN OUTSIDE THE HOUSE FOR A LONG PERIOD OF TIME,
EITHER FOR STUDIES OR FOR OTHER REASONs; A CONGREGATION WHICH

WISHES TO USE THFIS FACULTY MUST CLEARLY DEFINE IN 1TS PARTIGULAR
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Da
80)

8r)

STATUTES UNDER WHAT GONDITIONS AND IN WHAT MANNER TH1S NORM 1S

TO BE APPLIED.

IN THE CASE OF MEMBERS WHO; BY REASON IF ILL=HEALTH EITHER PHYSICAL;
OR MENTAL, OR OF ADVANGED AGE, GANNOT TAKE PART IN THE DELIBERATIONS
OF THE CONGREGATION; OR GARRY THE BURDEN OF ITS RESPONSIBILITIES,

THE PROVOST, BY THE GONSENT OR ADVIGE OF THE DEPUTIESY ACCORDING

TO PARTICULAR STATUTES, GAN PERSUADE THEM IN A FRATERNAL MANNER

TP RENOUNCE, FREELY AND IN WRITING, THEIR EXERCISE OF THE AGTIVE

AND PASSIVE VOIGE OR OF THEIR OFF ICES,

MEMBERS IN THE LAY STATE WERE ALWAYS MOST DEAR TO STo PHILIP,
AccoRrDING TO THE MI&D’OF THE CHURCH THEY ENJOY EQUAL RIGHTS AND
RESPONSIBILITIES WITH THE CLERICS IN THE CQNGREGATtow, EXCEPT FOR .
THOSE THINGS walcﬁ DEPEND ON SACRED ORDERS.

IF 1T BE JUDGED THAT THE BESTOWAL OF THE ACTIVE OR CONSULTATIVE
vo{ce SHOULD BE DELAYED IN THE CASE OF A LAY MEMBER, BECAUSE HI1S

PREPARATION 1S NOT YET COMPLETEy; THE PRESCRIPTION OF Ne. 77.ARE TO

BE APPLIED. HOWEVER, IN EVERY CASE THE FORMATION OF ALL THE MEMBERS

MUST BE SO ARRANGED THAT WHEN THEY HAVE BEEN AGGREGATED THEY ARE -
CAPABLE OF BEARING THE BURDENS OF RIGHTS AND DUTIES.

DISM!SSALo i

THE CONGREGATION 1S FREE TO REMOVE AND EXPEL FROM THE HOUSE AND
FAMILY ALL THOSE WHO ARE GRAVELY DEL INQUENT OR DlSTUéBERS OF T8
peace (Canon 681),

HOWEVER, NO ONE CAN BE EXPELLED FROM THE CONGREGATION EXCEPT FOR
SER10US AND REPEATED DISOBEDIENCE OR STUBBORNNESS,0R FOR A SERIOUS
CRIME; BUT IT BELONGS TO THE SAME CONGREGATION TO DECIDE BY AN

ABSOLUTE MAJORITY WHEN GRAVE DISOBEDIENCE OR STUBBORNNESS, HAS TAKEN
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PLAGE; AND WHAT ARE SERIOUS GRIMES.
82) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN Canons 681, 646 ano 633, no oNE can se
EXPELLED FROM THE CONGREGATION UNLESS HE HAS FIRST BEEN HEARD
IN HIS DEFENGE. THEN WHAT IS DECIDED IN & GENERAL ConGREGAT 10N,
SUMMONED AT AN OPPORTUNE TIME, BY AN ABSOLUTE MAJOR!TY IN A
SEGRET VOTE, is To sg PROPERLY OBSERVED,
83) Recourse may BE HAD TO THE APOSTOLIC SEE AGAINST A DECREE OF
DISMISSAL, AND IF THIS IS DONE WITHIN TEN DAYS THE DISMiSSAL Has
NO uuhlbicAL EFFECT WHILE THE REPLY 1S BEING AWAITED.

84) ALTHOUGH DISMISSAL 1S NOT ALWAYS INDICATED, WHEN A M¢MB:R Is sEiN
TO DISTURB THE PEACE OF THE CONGREGATION LET THE PROVOST HELP th;
OBSERVING THE MANDATE OF THE LORD (MaTTHEW 18, 15-17). IF THE
EXHORTATION OF THE PROVOST HAS NO APPARENT EFFECT, THE GENERAL OR
DEPUTY CONGREGATION; ACCORDING TO THE PARTICULAR STATUTES, MUsT
DECIDE WHAT PENAL REMED!ES ARE TO BE APPLIED FOR A TIME (SUGH As
SUSPENSION OR TEMPORARY REMOVAL FROM THE RGHT TO vors, OR FROM
OFFICE, OR THE IMPOSITION OF THE DUTY OF CARRYING OUT SPIRITUAL
EXERCISES, OR DEPRIVATION OF HOLIDAYS, OR OTHER REMEDIES OF TH1S
KINDe) THIS THEY ARE TO DO HAVING BEFORE THEIR EYES THE GREATER
GOOD OF THE CONGREGATION @ND OF THE INbIVIDUAL MEMBER, AND BY AN
ABSOLUTE MAJORITY IN A SECRET VOTE. THE MEMBER; HOWEVER, REMAINS

FREE TO HAVE RECOURSE M)y DEVOLUT IVQ™ wiTHIN TEN DAYS; TO THE

* RECOURSE CAN BE MADE IN TWO wAYss Wy SUSPENSIVOM, WHIGH MEANS THAT THE St~
TENGE DOMS NOT TAKE EFFECT RENDING THE RESULT OF THE APPEAL, OR My

DEVOLUTIVOM, WHICH MEANS THAT THE SENTENCE TAKES EFFECT IMMEDIATELY. by

CEASES TO HAVE EFFECT, OF COURSE, IF THE APPEAL REVERSES THE SENTENCE.
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DELEGATE OF THE APOSTOLIG SEE FOR THE ORATORYe
CHAPTER FIVE, :
FAMILY CUSTOM iN THE CONGREGATION.,

65) THE CONGREGATION IS TO FOLLOW WILLINGLY THE TRADITIONS OF STe
PHiL1Pe THESE TRADITIONS, HOWEVER, ALWAYS NEED TO BE ADAPTED AND
RENEWED ACCORDING TO THE MIND OF THE CHURCHe THEREFORE SOME
EXAMPLES ARE TO BE FOUND HERE; WH!LE THE REST ARE LEFT FOR THE
DIRECTORIES OF INDIVIDUAL CONGREGATIONS,

86) Accorbpineg TO THE MIND OF STe PHILIP, THE MEMBERS FREQUENTLY DO
PENANCE, IN ORCER BOTH TO OBTAIN THE MERCY OF GOD AND AT THE SAME
TIME TO BE REGONGILED WITH THE CHUR&H (LuMeEN GENTIUM No T1)0

87) THE MEMBERS MEET TOGETHER AT A TIME AND IN A MANNER LA1D DOWN !N
THE DIRECTORY; IN ORDER TO GONSIDER THEIR COMMON LIFE, TO HAVE
SPIRITUAL DISGOURSE AND CORRECTION, SO THAT THEY MAY SINGERELY
PROVE THEMSELVES AGCORDING TO THE GOSPEL AND THE SPIRIT OF ST.
PHILIP, ALWAYS BEING READY TO REFORM THEMSELVES IN THE SéRVICE G
GODy, AND THE SPIRIT OFACHARITYo

88) The MEMBERS, BEARING N MIND THE GOSPEL SO THAT THEY DO NOT FOR&ET
THAT THEY ARE BROTHERS IN THE LORD, GCRREGT THEMSELVES TOGETHER
ACCORDING AS NECESSITY DEMANDS AND GHARITY URGESe BUT THE DEPUTY
CONGREGATION CAN COMMIT THE OFFIGE OF CORREGTOR TO ONE OF THE
MEMBERS o

89) THE MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION, WHOSE LIFE 1S SUPPORTED BY PRAYER,
WILLINGLY OBSERVE THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE COMMENDED OR' ORDERED BY
THE CHURCH FOR THOSE LIVING IN COMMUNITY WITHOUT vows {CAnON 679,

AND SEE CANONS 124-127 anD 595-612).
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90) THE CUSTOM CAN BE PRESERVED OF PROPOSING DOUBTS AT TABLE; ON SUBJECTS
FROM SACRED SCRIiPTURE, MORAL THEOLOGY AND THE MAXIMS OF THE BEST
MINDS AND CONSCIENCEHS; OR, AS A SUBSTITUTE, MEETINGS CAN BE HELD,
OR DIOCESAN CONFERENCES FAITHFULLY ATTENDED.

9!} THE CONGREGATION 1S TO ESTABLISH RULES ABOUT DRESS AND OTHER MATTERS
WHICH CONCERN THE EXTERNAL HABITS OF MEMBERS WHIGH ARE IN
ACCORDANCE WITH MODERN IDEASe THE SAME 1S TO BE SAID OF THE
REFECTORY AND COMMON TABLE; OF THE READER AND READING AT MSALS.
HOWEVER, ATTENTION MUST ALWAYS BE PAID TO THE MIND AND SglRlT or
OUR BLESSED FATHER ST« PHILIP, AS DESCRIBED IN THE deGtNAL
CONSTITUTIONS,

92) ALL SECULAR BUSINESS WHICH DOES NOT ACGORD WITH THE ORATORIAN
SPIRIT 1S FORBIDDEN.

93) No ONE IS TO HAVE A BOOK PUBLISHED WITHOUT THE PERMISSION OF THE
DEPUTY CONGREGATION. SUITABLE RULES ABOUT OTHER WRITINGS ARE TO
BE INCLUDED IN THE DIRECTORY.

94) No ONE GAN AGCEPT ANY DIGNITIES.

95) No EXTERNAL OFFIGES OR EGGLESIASTICAL BENEFIGES ARE TO BE ACCEPTED
WHICH COULD TAKE A MEMBER AWAY FROM THE COMMON LIFE. THE DECISION
AS TO INCOMPATIBILITY WITH THE COMMON LIFE IS TO BE MADE BY THE
GENERAL CONGREGAT 1ONe

96) TASKS OUTSIDE THE CONGREGATION CAN BE ACCEPTED IF THEY ARE IN
ACCORD WITH THE ORATORIAN SPIRIT AND DO NOT DAMAGE THE COMMON L IFk.
EXTERNAL WORK 18 NOT TO BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE
GENERAL CONGREGATION, AND REMAINS ALWAYS SUBORDINATE TO THE WILL
OF THE SAME. THE MANNER OF AGCEPTING ‘'SUCH WORK IS TO BE

DETERMINED IN THE DIRECTORY.
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97)

98)

99)

t00)

for)

THE MEMBERS LIVE ON THEIR OWN INCOMESs THOSE WHO DEVOTE THEM=

- BELVES ENTIRELY TO THE CONGREGATION AND ITS WORK L1VE ON STIPENDS

FROM THE GOMMUNITYe THE CONGREGATION MUST LAY DOWN PRAGTICABLE
RULES ABOUT ALL THESE MATTERS IN THE DIRECTORY, SO THAT JUSTICE,
CHARITY AND EQUALITY AMONG THE MEMBERS MAY BE ALWAYS OBSERVED
(Canons 58O #2 ano 676 #3).

THE MEMBERS WARE INVITED TO EMBRAGE VOLUNTARY POVERTY, BY WHICH
THEY WILL BE MORE CLEARLY LIKENED TO CHRI1STY" (PRESBYTERORUM
ORDINIS 175 4)s SO, AFTER FREELY CONTRIBUTING, EACH AGGORDING TO
H1S MEANS, A PERGENTAGE TO THE COMMON BENEFIT OF THE CONGREGAT 10N,
THEY WILL USE WHAT 1S LEFT OVER FROM THE INCOME OF EAGCH YEAR FOR
GOOD Puaposeé AND NOT ACCUMULATE ANYTHINGe IN CONSEQUENGE THE
CONGREGATION WILL PROVIDE; SO FAR AS IT CAN, FOR THE ILLNESS,

OLD AGE OR OTHER NEGESSITIES OF ITS MEMBERSe

» CHAPTER SiIX. '

SERVICE, OR THE APOSTOLIC WORKS OF THE CONGREGATION.

THE CONGRE#ATION OF THE ORATORY PARTICIPATES IN THE MANDATE OF THE
CHURCH TO BE ™A SIGN AND INSTRUMENT OF INTIMATE UNION WITH GoD,
AND OF THE UNITY OF ALL MANKIND® (LuMen GENTIUM 1, 1),
THEREFORE LET THE WHOLE MINISTRY AND THE FRATERNAL COMMUN1ON Bé
INSPIRED BY THE EXAMPLE OF THOSE WHO "CONTINUING DAILY WITH ONE
ACCORD IN THE TEMPLE AND BREAKING BREAD FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE, TOOK
THEIR MEAT WITH GLADNESS AND SIMPLICITY OF HEART) PRAISING GOD
AND HAVING FAVOR WITH ALL THE PEOPLE. AND THE LORD INGREASED DAILY

TOGETHER SUCH AS SHOULD BE SAVED® (AcTs 2, 46-47).

THE ORIGIN AND FINAL END OF ALL APOSTOLIC WORKS, AND THE ESSENT IAL
MINISTRY OF THE CONGREGATION 18 THE HoLY EUCHARIST (GF. PRESBYTERCRM
OrRDINIS 9).
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i02)

103)

-a
o]
{Q

o

107)

IT BELONGS TO THE CONGREGATION OF THE ORATORY NOT ONLY TO HAVE A

_CHURCH OR PUBLIC ORATORY ATTACHED TO THE HOUSE, AGCORDING TO THE

LAW, BUT ALSO TO GARRY OUT GENERAL SACRED MiNISVYRIES AND THE
MINISTRY PROPER TO THE CONGREGATION (CAnON 497 #2).

RITUAL CULT iS ALWAYS TO BE CELEBRATED IN OUR CHURCHES SO CAREFULLY,
DEVOUTLY AND WORTHILY THAT BOTH DUE HONOR MAY BE GIiVEN TO GOD aND
THE PEOPLE "BUILT UPP AND EDIFIED.

THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL MUST BE IN A FAMILIAR STYLE AND ADAPTED
TO THE NEEDS OF THE HEARERS AND TO THE NEEDS OF THE PRESENT DAY

LET THE CONGREGATION ALWAYS PROMOTE A TRULYAHUMAQ APPROACH; SO THAY

+

ORATORIAN CHARITY MAY SHINE ALSO ON THOSE WHO DO NOT PROFESS “fHE. -

al

CHRISTIAN FAITH. : oo

THE DILIGENT MINISTRY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION, THROUGH DISCOURSES ON
DIVINE THINGS AND THROUGH THE HEARING OF CONFESSIONS, CORRESPUND N4
TO THE MIND OF STo PHILIP, 1S ALSO PROPER AND PECULIAR TO THE
CONGREGATIONa ALL THE MEMBERS ARE TO STRENGTHEN A TRULY CHRIST AN
LIFE AND FILIAL PIETY IN GoD 1N THEIR NEIGHBORS,; MORE BY ACT THAW
BY WORD,; ALWAYS "OMNIBUS OMNIA FACTIY,

THE MEMBERS ZEALOUSLY DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO THE APOSTOLATE OF YOUTH.
WHICH WAS MOST DEAR TO STe PHILIP,; IN FORMS GORRESPONDING TO THE
NEEDS OF THE PLACE (E«Ge, THROUGH AN MORATORIO™, GOLLEGEs RELIGiGUS
INSTRUCTION 1N SCHOOLS ETGCe)a

EacH CONGREGAT:OQ 1S TO FOSTER THE SPIRIT OF BROTHERHOOD, NOT ONLY
AMONG THE MEMBERS BUT ALSO WITH THE LAITYy; SO THAT ALL CHRISTiANS
MAY HELP EACH OTHER AND UNDERTAKE JOINT WORK FOR THE GOOD OF THE
WORLD. SO THE MEMBERS ARE ALSO SINGERELY TO REGOGNIZE AND PROMOTE

THE DIGNITY OF THE LAITYy; AND THEIR SPECIFIC PARTICIPATION iN THE



109)

110)

rt)

12)

MISSION OF THE CHURGH (CFo LUMEN GENTIUM 32 AND PRESBYTERORUM
ORDINIS Qo)

TH1S SOCIETY FOR ASSOCIATION AND GO-OPERATION IN WORKy; WHIGH CAN BE
CALLED THE SEGULAR ORATORY, HOLDS THE FIRST PLACE AMONG ALL THE FORMS
OoF ORATOR1AN APQ?TOLATE ~ INDEED IT GAVE THE ORIGIN TO THE CONGREGA~
TION ITSELFe AND THE CONGREGATION HAS A STRICT RIGHT TO GONSTITUTE
IT; ACCORDING TO THE cANONS (Canon 698).

CO-OPERATION WITH THE LAITY IS USEFULLY FQST&RED IN MODERN FORMS.,
AMONG THESE THE SECULAR ORATORY, OR THAT ASSOCIATION OF THE FAITHEHL
WHOSE ERECTION 1S ALREADY CONTAINED IN THE FOQNDATION OF THE CoONGRE-
GATION ITSELF MAY BE Used (Canon 686 #3). |

THis SECULAR ORATORY CAN HAVE VAaloué SECTIONS,E4THERACCORDING TO
DIFFERENT GATEGORIES OF PERSON OR DIFFERENT GATEGORIES OF WORK,
ABOVE ALL REGARDING LITURGICAL CULT, REL1GI0US EDUCATION OR CULTURI,
THE CATECHETICAL APOSTOLATE; SOGIAL WORK‘AR THE ADVANCEMENT OF
CHRISTIAN JoOY.

THE STATUTES OF THE SECULAR ORATORY ARE TO BE DRAWN UP OR APPROVED
BY THE GENERAL CONGREGATION.

PAR1SH WORK 1S TRULY SUITABLE FOR THE CONGREGAT ION OF THE ORATORY.
THE CARE FOR SOULS IN THE PARISH AND THE FORMS TH1S SHOULD TAKE AKE
TO BE DISCUSSED BY ALL THE MEMBERSs; AND GCARRIED OUT ACGORDING TO

THE MIND OF THE CONGREGATION (SEE APPENDIX 2 IN THE LATIN EDITION) .
THE MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION ARE CLOSELY LINKED, FRATERNALLY iV
THE LORD, TO THE GCLERGY OF THE DIOCESE, BOTH SECULAR AND REGULAR, AND
ALL CULTIVATE THAT FRATERNAL LOVE WHICH YWSHOULD NATURALLY AND FREZLY
MANTFEST ITSELF IN MUTUAL AID, SPIRITUAL AS WELL AS MATERIAL™

(Lumen Gentium 28, 3).
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tr3) THE MEMBERS "MUST EXERCISE THE APOSTOLIC MINISTRY IN @OKCORD
WITH THE B1sHOPSH® (CHRISTUS DoMiNus 35): ®oN AcCOUNT OF THEIR

PASTORAL AUTHORITY IN THE PARTICULAR CHURGHES™ (LUMEN GENT IuUM 45)

o

AbMoniT10N:

'14) THIS THEN 1S THE WAY WHICH STs PHILiP WANTED HIS DISCIPLES TO
FOLLOW, IN COMPLETE FREEDOM; SO THAT THERE SHOULD BE THAT
PROGRESS IN VIRTUE AND PIOUS EMULATION OF THE PERFECT UPON WHICH

PERSERVERANCE IN THE CONGREGAT 10N DEPENDS,




